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I want to invite you to help us build a more
connected Temple Beth El, one Shabbat
table at a time.

The Shabbat table is a place where

A NIGHT OF LIGHTS

Broadway and Beyond:
Songs of Hope, Courage, and Joy

I am so excited to invite our Temple Beth El
community to this year’s Norma and Milton Mann
Memorial Cantor’s Concert, A Night of Lights, Broadway
and Beyond: Songs of Hope, Courage, and Joy.  This
concert is an opportunity to come together through the
power of music, to lift our spirits, and to bring light into a
season that can sometimes feel dark and uncertain.

As we gather to welcome and celebrate Hanukkah, the
Festival of Lights, I will begin the evening by lighting the
menorah, reminding us of the enduring power of light to
illuminate even the darkest moments.  One of Hanukkah’s
miracles is that a little bit of oil lasted eight days and
nights, and I believe that the power of music is similarly
miraculous.  Music has the ability to sustain us, inspire us,
and connect us, while serving as a beautiful reminder of
the extraordinary capacity of our shared human
existence.

Through songs drawn from the Broadway stage and
beyond, we will explore themes of hope, courage, and joy.
From beloved musical theater favorites to other inspiring
selections, this program will celebrate the resilience of
the human spirit and the ways music helps us find
strength, meaning, and connection.  I am thrilled to share
the stage with special guests Cantor Micah Morgovsky
of Temple Sinai, Leo Linder, TBE’s own and Broadway star
Bill Nabel, and my son, Ethan Kaplan, accompanied by the
wonderful pianist Barbara Orwick.  Bringing together
these talented performers for an evening of music and
community is especially meaningful to me, and I cannot
wait to share this experience with all of you.

This year’s concert will also have a fresh and intimate
atmosphere.  We will transform the back of our Social
Hall, with the stage and round tables creating a cabaret-
style setting that invites us to settle in, enjoy the music,
and experience the evening together in a warm and

Continued on page 13...

acquaintances become friends, and friends become
family.  We have time to hear what’s happening in one
another’s lives, share traditions, and learn from each
other.  And when we gather regularly, we get to know
one another more deeply.  Those relationships can make
TBE feel smaller and more personal and bring new
meaning to the way we celebrate Shabbat.

That’s why I’m thrilled to announce that this winter, we
will be launching Gatherings, a new initiative that will bring
people together in small groups for regular Shabbat
meals – helping people connect with fellow congregants,
strengthening existing friendships and building many new
ones.

Here’s how Gatherings will work.  You’ll complete a short
questionnaire, telling us about your household, your
interests, and the kind of group and Shabbat experience
you would enjoy.  We’ll use that information to form
compatible groups, considering life stage, geography,
dietary needs, transportation, and hosting ability.  You
can request to be grouped with certain people – though
we hope you’ll also be open to making new connections.

Your group will coordinate a regular schedule of Shabbat
meals, usually in one another’s homes, with members
sharing responsibility for hosting and planning.  Friday
night dinner will be a natural choice for many, but
Shabbat lunch may work better for others.  Groups will
be small enough for conversation and connection, with
the final size of each group depending on who registers
– and the magic of matchmaking.  Each group will be free
to make a schedule that works for its members.

Gatherings is open to every age and stage: singles and
couples, families with children, and those who would
prefer an adults-only group.  You can tell us whether
you’d enjoy people at a similar stage of life or a mix of
ages and households.  Longtime members, newcomers, 
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On One Foot
Voting Is Praying with our Legs

Prayer crosses the aisle, but it’s manifested in
different ways.  “I believe in the power of prayer,”
said Amy Coney Barrett at her confirmation 
hearing in 2020. James Talarico, a Democratic candidate for
Senate, said virtually the same thing back in 2023, in a Texas
legislative debate over gun laws: “I believe in the power of prayer.
I believe prayer changes lives. I believe prayer changes the world.
But there is something profoundly cynical about asking God to
solve a problem that we’re not willing to solve ourselves.”

Prayer, then, needs to be seen as an active form of expression.

When Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel returned from marching
for Civil Rights in 1965, he wrote (and here’s the full quote):

“For many of us the march from Selma to Montgomery was
about protest and prayer. Legs are not lips and walking is not
kneeling. And yet our legs uttered songs. Even without words,
our march was worship. I felt my legs were praying.”

We pray with our commitments, and we pray with our ballots.
As I prepare to vote, I say a prayer, grateful to have lived to
reach this moment, grateful for the freedom to vote, and
aware of my obligation to fulfill the commandment (mitzvah) of
saving lives and building a better world.  It’s a sacred moment,
voting, a moment of pure prayer: a taste of the heavenly
Jerusalem in a mundane school gym.  This ballot box is our
Western Wall, a note inserted into its crevice, a dispatch from
the front, an epistle from the heart, containing my deepest
response to the Cry of our times, a Cry that demands action -
action that we can all take, that all of us must take.  The fate of
the nation will be determined in parking garages and school
gyms and libraries, by long lines of voters waiting 3,5,8 hours or
more to do something so simple, yet so earthshaking.  It's all
worthy of a blessing.

At times like these, it’s important, for Jews and others, to
remember that voting is a prime spiritual value - a Jewish value
- expressing our deep belief in the power that we possess to
change the world.

We never hear about the rabbis of the Talmud taking a poll of
their constituents.  And Moses certainly didn’t take a vote
before leading the people out of slavery.  Still, the democratic
value inherent to voting does find expression in Jewish
tradition.

Jews were deeply involved in both the women’s suffrage
movement of the 1920s and in the civil rights struggle of the
1960s, which, among other accomplishments, achieved the
extension of the right to vote to African Americans.  Some
early Jewish voting-rights advocates included Clara Lemlich
who, in 1909, following the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire,
organized one of the most important strikes in American
history and who then turned her energies to creating a
working-class women’s suffrage organization; and Gertrude
Weil, a leader of the North Carolina Equal Suffrage League
beginning in 1915 and a crusader for voting rights and election
reform.

Yes, the ballot box is our Kotel, a note inserted into its crevice,
a dispatch from the front, an epistle from the heart, containing 

Continued on page 13...

WE THANK OUR TORAH READERS

BARRY ERNER
AMANDA GEFFNER

RABBI GERRY GINSBURG
CANTOR KATIE KAPLAN

JOY KATZ
MARK KAUFMAN

LEO LINDER
RABBI MICHAEL KNOPF

BERT MADWED
SUSAN SCHNEIDERMAN

MAZAL TOV TO...

Mindy and Jeff Hausman on the engagement of their daughter,
Steph Hausman to Matthew Markoff.

Elissa Garber Hyman and James Hyman on the birth of their
grandson Cole Basil Hyman-Chao, born to Rachel Chao and
Nick Hyman.

Risa and Mike Pollack on the marriage of their son, Brian, to
Maddy Langin.

Liz & Scott Krowitz on the birth of their granddaughter, Aidan
(“Aidy”) Bea Krowitz, born to Sydney and Zachary Krowitz.

Ilene Kirschner Madwed and Bert Madwed on the birth of a
grandson, Isaac Miles Madwed, born to Marina and Daniel
Madwed.

Barbara Aronica on the birth of a grandson, Francesco
Ciccarelli Aronica, born to David and Andrée Aronica.

WE THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS

MAX BARAZAI
MELISSA DREYFUS ERNER
DEVRA JAFFE-BERKOWITZ

JULI HARRIS-SEKULER
NANCY KAPCHAN
EILEEN H. ROSNER

SUE SHAPIRO
SHARON TURSHEN

LISA WISE

THANK YOU FOR SPONSORING ONEG/KIDDUSH

DEVRA JAFFE-BERKOWITZ and PARRY BERKOWITZ
SHERRY and KENNETH COHEN

SUE FRIEDEN
MARK KAUFMAN

RONI and ALLAN LANG
LISA and JEFF MANHEIM

MARCIA BRESSLOUR STAINES and MARK STAINES

https://x.com/TeamTalaricoHQ/status/2026771323985281430


BETH EL CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Information about the Beth El Cemetery Association, Inc. is
available from:

Allan Lang at 203-327-6418
or

Eileen H. Rosner at 203-461-0506

SHABBAT SERVICES

Friday night service is held at 7:00 pm
Shabbat morning service is held at 10:00 am

Our services may be seen on livestream
http://www.tbe.org/tbe-live/

All are welcome!

CELEBRATE SPECIAL OCCASIONS
ON SHABBAT MORNING

 

Celebrate a birthday with our TBE family! We warmly invite you
to celebrate your birthday with the congregation on Shabbat
morning. During that service, we will invite you for a
celebratory aliyah. We hope you will share in that joyous
moment. If possible, please let us know ahead of time which
Shabbat you’ll be attending, and we will gladly provide you with
an Aliyah at that time. Please also note that we are proud to
continue marking special milestone birthdays with personal
blessings in addition to this new ritual. If you fall into that
category, you may contact Eileen H. Rosner at
rosnereileen@gmail.com to make the appropriate
arrangements.

Celebrate an anniversary! On behalf of the entire
congregation, we invite you to celebrate your wedding
anniversary with the congregation with an aliyah on Shabbat.
If possible, please let us know ahead of time which Shabbat
you’ll be attending, and we will gladly provide you with an aliyah
at that time.

While it is most certainly not expected, if you would like to
elevate your birthday or anniversary celebration and the
congregation’s joy by helping to sponsor Kiddush on the
Shabbat of your aliyah, we would be most grateful for your
generosity. Please call Mindy Rogoff at 203-322-6901, ext.
308 or office@tbe.org.

Happy Hanukkah
from

The Staff and Board of Trustees
at

Temple Beth El

http://www.tbe.org/tbe-live/
mailto:rosnereileen@gmail.com
mailto:office@tbe.org


















RABBI JOSHUA HAMMERMAN continued from page 3...

my deepest response to the Cry of our times.

The principle “you should go after the majority (Exodus 23:2) is
understood by the rabbis to mean that the majority rules in
legal disputes.  In one famous Talmudic story, a group of rabbis
argue over a legal point.  Even though a divine voice supports
the lone opinion of one rabbi, the majority opinion wins.  Once
the Torah has been transmitted to the Jewish people, the will of
the people—understood as the majority opinion of the decision
makers—determines the law.  (Talmud Bava Metzia 59b).

So, on November 3, October 27 or whenever you vote, why not
say a “Shehechianu” blessing – or make up another,
spontaneous utterance that reflects how you feel at such a
crucial moment.

In Hebrew, the verb “to pray” is reflexive.  We aren’t praying so
much for God’s benefit as for our own.  Similarly, we are voting
not only to save the world, but to save ourselves.  And it would
be profoundly cynical to ask God to clear up a mess that we
helped to create, and that we aren’t willing to roll up our
sleeves and help to resolve.

It begins with voting.  And when we vote, our body will be praying.

One more thing: If you’re in the Boston area on December 4-5,
please save the date for Shabbat Hanukkah Celebration
honoring my father at Kehillath Israel (KI), 384 Harvard Street,
Brookline, “...honoring the enduring legacy of Cantor Michal
Hammerman, z’l, and celebrate his 30 years of devoted
service to our community and Ever-Widening Circle.”

This Shabbat will feature a tributo to Cantor Michal
Hammerman; participation by Rabbi Joshua Hammerman and
a distinguished panel of scholars and rabbis representing more
than 40 rabbinic alumni of KI; Friday evening dinner and
Saturday night Hanukkah celebration

Rabbi Joshua Hammerman

CANTOR KATIE KAPLAN continued from page 1...

welcoming space. My hope is that it will feel like a special night
out—an opportunity to be entertained, moved, and uplifted in
the company of friends and our Temple Beth El family.

I am also honored that this concert will recognize Carol and
Allen Krim for their many years of service, dedication, and
commitment to Temple Beth El. Their contributions have
helped strengthen our community, and it is a privilege to
celebrate and thank them as part of this special evening.

More than anything, I hope this concert will remind us that
even in challenging times, we can choose to bring light into the
world. Through music, we can find courage when we need
strength, hope when we need reassurance, and joy when we
need a reason to smile. I look forward to sharing this evening
with you as we celebrate Hanukkah, honor those who have
given so much to our community, and experience the healing
and illuminating power of music together.

I hope you will join me for A Night of Lights, Broadway and
Beyond: Songs of Hope, Courage, and Joy. Let’s gather,
celebrate, and fill our Temple with light!

Cantor Katie Kaplan

RABBI MICHAEL KNOPF continued from page 1...

and people exploring a connection to TBE are all welcome.

Hosting can be simple: a potluck, takeout, or a favorite family
recipe.  If your culinary repertoire begins and ends with
ordering pizza, you are still very welcome!  And if your home
isn’t suitable for hosting, that should not keep you from
participating.  Tell us on the registration form, and we’ll take it
into account when forming groups.

Whether Shabbat dinner is already part of your routine or you
are trying it for the first time, there is room for you.  We’ll
provide blessings, songs, and conversation prompts, and take
different approaches to Shabbat observance and kashrut into
account when matching groups.  Some groups may enjoy
attending services together before dinner, discussing the
weekly Torah portion, or singing around the table.  Others may
prefer a few blessings and a relaxed meal.  Each can discover a
way of celebrating Shabbat that feels meaningful for the people
in the group.

We each bring different Jewish experiences to the table.
Someone might teach a melody their family has sung for years;
someone else might ask a question that gets everyone thinking.
Sharing those experiences can help us discover traditions we’d
like to make our own and give familiar practices fresh meaning.

My hope is that these connections will continue throughout the
week.  You might find someone to sit with at services, invite over
for a holiday, or call just to catch up.  Those are the kinds of
friendships that help a congregation feel like a community.

Adira and I are also excited to be part of Gatherings.  We’ll be
hosting groups in our home each month, and we’re looking
forward to sharing Shabbat with more of you around our own
table.  I am grateful to the volunteers and staff who have been
working to bring Gatherings to life.  Now we need you.

Please join us for an information session at TBE on Friday,
November 6, following a special 6pm Friday evening service.  The
registration deadline is December 15, and we’ll have a kickoff
celebration at TBE on Friday, January 29, when participants will
get to know their groups and begin making plans together.  For
registration information or questions, contact Erica Newman at
execdir@tbe.org or 203-322-6901, ext. 304.

Adira and I are so excited for Gatherings, and I hope you will be
too.  We hope you’ll join us as we draw on the magic of the
Shabbat table to meet new friends, deepen connections, and
strengthen the fabric of our community.

Pull up a chair. There is a place for you.
Rabbi Michael Knopf



DONATE ONLINE
Go to tbe.org/donations

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING

Adult Education Fund
Beth El Cares
Rabbi Knopf’s or Cantor Kaplan’s Discretionary Fund
Emmet Manheim Memorial Playground
Kiddush Fund
Matthew Klein Memorial Sanctuary Garden Fund
Frank and Rose Rosner Memorial Fund
Steven and Lieba Lander Lecture Fund

TREE OF LIFE
A beautiful way to commemorate a special occasion is to
purchase a “leaf” on our beautiful Tree of Life sculpture
adorning our Temple lobby. There are many more leaves
available for your own personal inscriptions.

The following categories are still available:

          Triple Chai                                                      $1,000
          Silver Leaves - Gold Border                     $750
          Silver Leaves (few remaining)                 $250

Call the office for information 203-322-6901.

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Inscribe the names of your loved ones on a plaque in our
chapel foyer along with a light to commemorate their
yahrtzeit and yizkor observances throughout the year.

For details, contact Mindy at office@tbe.org or 203-322-
6901, ext. 308.

INFORMATION FOR YOU...

When making a donation an acknowledgement will be mailed
to the designee for donations of $10 or more. Donations of
less than $10 will be acknowledged only in the Bulletin. all
donations will be published in the Bulletin unless you state that
you wish ro be anonymous.

CONTRIBUTING SHARES OF STOCK
TO TEMPLE BETH EL

One way to boost your charitable contributions to Temple
Beth El is to give shares of appreciated stock instead of cash.
You do not pay any tax on your capital gain, and your
charitable deduction is the shares’ entire fair market value.

Beth El members may contribute shares of stock to satisfy
their dues pledge, their annual appeal pledge, and other
contributions to the Temple.

After consulting your tax advisor, please contact Talia in the
TBE office at bookkeeper@tbe.org or 203-322-6901, x302.

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE?
www.tbe.org

Find out about the latest news and pcoming activities...
Register for events and make donations... Connect to TBE’s
Facebook and Instagram pages and much more.

IN HONOR OF
ROB COHEN FOR A REFUAH SHELEIMA
Arlene & Carl Rosen
ERICA KRAYPOHL FOR ALL YOU DO FOR TBE
Marsha Matthews
MERYL SILVERSTEIN FOR ALL YOU DO FOR TBE
Marsha Matthews
CAROL KRIM FOR CREATING TORAH CHANT AT TBE
Suzanne Horn
ERICA KRAYPOHL FOR BEING HONORED AS KALLAT
BEREISHIT
Peter Wolly & Family, Judy & Bob Amster, Melissa Dreyfus
Erner & Barry Erner, Carol & Allen Krim
DINA & TALIA KRAYPOHL FOR SINGING WITH CANTOR
KAPLAN DURING SERVICES
Judy & Bob Amster
MERYL SILVERSTEIN FOR BEING HONORED AS KALLAT
HATORAH
Melissa Dreyfus Erner & Barry Erner, Carol & Allen Krim
ABBY ALLEN AND THE WELCOMING TBE COMMUNITY
Erica Allen
THE BIRTH OF AIDAN BEA KROWITZ
Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen
THE BIRTH OF COLE BASIL HYMAN-CHAO
Malerie Yolen-Cohen & Jeff Cohen

STEVEN AND LIEBA LANDER LECTURE FUND

In honor of...
Rob Cohen for a refuah sheleima by Barbara & Stan Friedman
Meryl Silverstein for being honored as Kallat haTorah by
Barbara & Stan Friedman, Sharon & Jeff Turshen
Erica Kraypohl for being honored as Kallat Bereishit by
Barbara & Stan Friedman, Sharon & Jeff Turshen
The birth of Aidan Bea Krowitz by Barbara & Stan Friedman

In memory of...
Alys Cohen, z’l, by Rena Lis Horwitz & Jonathan Horwitz

KIDDUSH FUND

In memory of...
Norman Stone, z’l, by Carol & Allen Krim
Beverly Magida, z’l, by Carol & Allen Krim
Malvina Rothman, z’l, by Linda & Joe Rothman
Esther Rose, z’l, by Julie & Sol Rose

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

In honor of...
The birth of Aidan Bea Krowitz by Anonymous

EMMET MANHEIM PLAYGROUND FUND

In honor of...
The birth of Aidan Bea Krowitz by Sue Frieden, Jaffe-Berkowitz
Family

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

mailto:office@tbe.org
mailto:bookkeeper@tbe.org
https://www.tbe.org/


WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
RABBI MICHAEL KNOPF MITZVAH FUND

In honor of...
The weekday minyan by Gaby Rattner
In appreciation by Stephanie & Lawrence Sherman

In memory of...
Edward Aronoff, z’l, by Manya Phillips
Dan Lewinshtein, z’l, by Manya Phillips

CANTOR KATIE KAPLAN MITZVAH FUND

In honor of...
Jack Goldberg on his milestone birthday by Roselyn Mangot
Cantor Katie Kaplan for inspiring High Holiday services by
Suzanne Horn
A refuah sheleima for Rob Cohen by Suzanne Horn

In memory of...
Freyda bat Yisrael, z’l, by Sara & Daniel Levinson
Shirley Howard, z’l, by the Shindler & Wilshaw Families
Leona & Abraham Worobey, z’l, by Scott Worobey & Family

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
Gail & Jack Abrams...................................................BESS ABRAMS
Stephne & Kerrin Behrend..................................HUGO BEHREND
Sabrina & Daniel Benjamin............................MARTIN BENJAMIN
Susan & Richard Blomberg.............................PHILIP BLOMBERG
Alan Locker...............................................................LOUIS BORTEN
Inga & Luciano Tuluca................................SVETLANA CHEPTEFF
Susan Wise......................................................MINNIE CHERNIACK
Mimi Cohen..................................................................SAUL COHEN
Joan & Robert Rosenthal...........................................EVE DOCTOR
Ellen Mellis...................................................................AARON ELLIS
Lois Hofshi...............................................................PEARL ELLMAN
Nancy & Brad Benjamin............................................ROBERT FINK
Susan Wise...........................................................HYMAN FRANKEL
Barbara Malloy...................................................BENNETT GLAZER
Leonor Lopez................................................CAROLINA HALPERN
Gail Solomon Hecht & Harvey Hecht................SAMUEL HECHT
Denise & David Greenman...............................SAMUEL KESSLER
Roni & Allan Lang...........................................................RUTH LANG
Suzanne Pianin..............................................................RUTH LANG
Beverly & David Stein...........................................MOORE LASHER
Melanie Massell..............................................LEONARD MASSELL
Eleanor Mirne............................................LAWRENCE NUSSDORF
Lynn & Alan Pearce.......................................ANN & SAUL PEARCE
Lynn & Alan Pearce.................................................JANET PEARCE
Lynn & Alan Pearce.................................TRUDY & ALLAN RESLER
Roslyn & Merritt Nesin.........................................PEARL SHAPIRO
Michelle & Alan Moskowitz...........................................ALAN RICH
Rhonna & Brian Rogol.....................................THEODORE ROGOL
Judy Schneiderman......................................BESSIE ROSENBERG
Rosenblum Family.....................................HARRIET ROSENBLUM
Jim Rothkopf.....................................................HARRY ROTHKOPF
Jim Rothkopf.......................................................SALLY ROTHKOPF
Caroline Temlock Teichman & Marc Teichman....HERBERT RUBIN
Dora & David Salm.........................................................DALE SALM
Susan & Carl Shapiro...........................................IRVING SHAPIRO
Mary C. Silberman.............................................ALAN SILBERMAN
Mary C. Silberman..........................................BOBBY SILBERMAN
Madelyne Kirch.....................................................FRANCES SMITH
Alan Sosnowitz................................................IRVING SOSNOWITZ
Karen & Mark Feder..............................................SUZANNE STERN
Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen.........................NORMAN STONE
Caroline Temlock Teichman & Marc Teichman...JOSEPH TEICHMAN
Bernice Trell & Family..............................................ROBERT TRELL
Donna & Frank Trief..................................................GEORGE TRIEF
Ronnie & Ed Fein........................................................WILLIAM VAIL
Phylllis Walzer.......................................................DUSTIN WALZER
Phyllis Walzer.............................................................FRED WALZER
Debora & Paul Weinstein...............................ALBERT WEINSTEIN

IN MEMORY OF

DAVID SALTZER, z’l
Judy & Norman Suchin
RAYMOND GARBER, z’l
Malerie Yolen-Cohen & Jeff Cohen, Robin Evans, Sue Frieden,
Betsy & Peter Kempner, Carol & Wil Brewer
RENIE TEITELMAN, z’l
Fieldman Family, Beth & Sandy Weinberg, Marsha Colten &
Robert Cohen
GAIL WEIS, z’l
Beth & Sandy Weinberg, Devra Jaffe-Berkowitz & Parry
Berkowitz, Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen
BEVERLY MAGIDA, z’l
Devra Jaffe-Berkowitz & Parry Berkowitz
CAROL SCHWARTZ, z’l
Carol & Allen Krim
SANDY OBERHAND, z’l
Viviane & Robert Oberhand, Carol & Allen Krim, Arlene & Carl
Rosen, Barbara & Stan Friedman, Maxine & Jay Freilich, Shelley
Taylor & David Swerdloff, JCC of Stamford, Susan Senior,
Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen, Ilyse & Dean Schuckman,
Malerie Yolen-Cohen & Jeff Cohen
MARCIA SOSNICK, z’l
Lois Stark & Gary Lessen, Andrew Margolis, Carol & Wil Brewer

WE MOURN THE PASSING OF...

MARCIA SOSNICK mother of Steven Sosnick
AUDREY HELZNER mother of Judith Helzner
SANDRA OBERHAND wife of David Oberhand

CAROL SCHWARTZ
BEVERLY MAGIDA
STEPHEN MAGIDA

SHIVA NOTICED AVAILABLE ON-LINE

Congregants who are looking for shiva information can now
quickly look online instead of searching their invox for the
announcement of calling the synagogue office.  Just go to
TBE’s website (www.tbe.org) and click “Shiva Notices” under
the WHAT’S NEW menu.
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	Temple Beth El Bulletin
	I want to invite you to help us build a more connected Temple Beth El, one Shabbat table at a time.
	The Shabbat table is a place where
	acquaintances become friends, and friends become family.  We have time to hear what’s happening in one another’s lives, share traditions, and learn from each other.  And when we gather regularly, we get to know one another more deeply.  Those relationships can make TBE feel smaller and more personal and bring new meaning to the way we celebrate Shabbat.
	That’s why I’m thrilled to announce that this winter, we will be launching Gatherings, a new initiative that will bring people together in small groups for regular Shabbat meals – helping people connect with fellow congregants, strengthening existing friendships and building many new ones.
	Here’s how Gatherings will work.  You’ll complete a short questionnaire, telling us about your household, your interests, and the kind of group and Shabbat experience you would enjoy.  We’ll use that information to form compatible groups, considering life stage, geography, dietary needs, transportation, and hosting ability.  You can request to be grouped with certain people – though we hope you’ll also be open to making new connections.
	Your group will coordinate a regular schedule of Shabbat meals, usually in one another’s homes, with members sharing responsibility for hosting and planning.  Friday night dinner will be a natural choice for many, but Shabbat lunch may work better for others.  Groups will be small enough for conversation and connection, with the final size of each group depending on who registers – and the magic of matchmaking.  Each group will be free to make a schedule that works for its members.
	Gatherings is open to every age and stage: singles and couples, families with children, and those who would prefer an adults-only group.  You can tell us whether you’d enjoy people at a similar stage of life or a mix of ages and households.  Longtime members, newcomers,
	Continued on page 13...
	A NIGHT OF LIGHTS
	Broadway and Beyond:
	Songs of Hope, Courage, and Joy
	I am so excited to invite our Temple Beth El
	community to this year’s Norma and Milton Mann Memorial Cantor’s Concert, A Night of Lights, Broadway and Beyond: Songs of Hope, Courage, and Joy.  This concert is an opportunity to come together through the power of music, to lift our spirits, and to bring light into a season that can sometimes feel dark and uncertain.
	As we gather to welcome and celebrate Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, I will begin the evening by lighting the menorah, reminding us of the enduring power of light to illuminate even the darkest moments.  One of Hanukkah’s miracles is that a little bit of oil lasted eight days and nights, and I believe that the power of music is similarly miraculous.  Music has the ability to sustain us, inspire us, and connect us, while serving as a beautiful reminder of the extraordinary capacity of our shared human existence.
	Through songs drawn from the Broadway stage and beyond, we will explore themes of hope, courage, and joy.  From beloved musical theater favorites to other inspiring selections, this program will celebrate the resilience of the human spirit and the ways music helps us find strength, meaning, and connection.  I am thrilled to share the stage with special guests Cantor Micah Morgovsky of Temple Sinai, Leo Linder, TBE’s own and Broadway star Bill Nabel, and my son, Ethan Kaplan, accompanied by the wonderful pianist Barbara Orwick.  Bringing together these talented performers for an evening of music and community is especially meaningful to me, and I cannot wait to share this experience with all of you.
	This year’s concert will also have a fresh and intimate atmosphere.  We will transform the back of our Social Hall, with the stage and round tables creating a cabaret-style setting that invites us to settle in, enjoy the music, and experience the evening together in a warm and
	Continued on page 13...
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	OUR STAFF IS MOST EAGER TO ASSIST YOU
	Monday-Thursday, 9am-5:00 pm | Friday, 9am - 2:00pm
	Phone: 203-322-6901 Fax: 203-322-0532

	MAZAL TOV TO...
	Mindy and Jeff Hausman on the engagement of their daughter, Steph Hausman to Matthew Markoff.
	Elissa Garber Hyman and James Hyman on the birth of their grandson Cole Basil Hyman-Chao, born to Rachel Chao and Nick Hyman.
	Risa and Mike Pollack on the marriage of their son, Brian, to Maddy Langin.
	Liz & Scott Krowitz on the birth of their granddaughter, Aidan (“Aidy”) Bea Krowitz, born to Sydney and Zachary Krowitz.
	Ilene Kirschner Madwed and Bert Madwed on the birth of a grandson, Isaac Miles Madwed, born to Marina and Daniel Madwed.
	Barbara Aronica on the birth of a grandson, Francesco Ciccarelli Aronica, born to David and Andrée Aronica.

	THANK YOU FOR SPONSORING ONEG/KIDDUSH
	SHERRY and KENNETH COHEN

	SUE FRIEDEN
	MARK KAUFMAN
	RONI and ALLAN LANG
	LISA and JEFF MANHEIM
	MARCIA BRESSLOUR STAINES and MARK STAINES

	WE THANK OUR TORAH READERS
	BARRY ERNER

	AMANDA GEFFNER
	RABBI GERRY GINSBURG
	CANTOR KATIE KAPLAN
	JOY KATZ
	MARK KAUFMAN
	LEO LINDER
	RABBI MICHAEL KNOPF
	BERT MADWED
	SUSAN SCHNEIDERMAN
	WE THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS
	MAX BARAZAI
	MELISSA DREYFUS ERNER
	DEVRA JAFFE-BERKOWITZ
	JULI HARRIS-SEKULER
	NANCY KAPCHAN
	EILEEN H. ROSNER
	SUE SHAPIRO
	SHARON TURSHEN
	LISA WISE
	On One Foot
	Voting Is Praying with our Legs
	Prayer crosses the aisle, but it’s manifested in different ways.  “I believe in the power of prayer,” said Amy Coney Barrett at her confirmation
	hearing in 2020. James Talarico, a Democratic candidate for Senate, said virtually the same thing back in 2023, in a Texas legislative debate over gun laws: “I believe in the power of prayer. I believe prayer changes lives. I believe prayer changes the world. But there is something profoundly cynical about asking God to solve a problem that we’re not willing to solve ourselves.”
	Prayer, then, needs to be seen as an active form of expression.
	When Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel returned from marching for Civil Rights in 1965, he wrote (and here’s the full quote):
	“For many of us the march from Selma to Montgomery was about protest and prayer. Legs are not lips and walking is not kneeling. And yet our legs uttered songs. Even without words, our march was worship. I felt my legs were praying.”
	We pray with our commitments, and we pray with our ballots.  As I prepare to vote, I say a prayer, grateful to have lived to reach this moment, grateful for the freedom to vote, and aware of my obligation to fulfill the commandment (mitzvah) of saving lives and building a better world.  It’s a sacred moment, voting, a moment of pure prayer: a taste of the heavenly Jerusalem in a mundane school gym.  This ballot box is our Western Wall, a note inserted into its crevice, a dispatch from the front, an epistle from the heart, containing my deepest response to the Cry of our times, a Cry that demands action - action that we can all take, that all of us must take.  The fate of the nation will be determined in parking garages and school gyms and libraries, by long lines of voters waiting 3,5,8 hours or more to do something so simple, yet so earthshaking.  It's all worthy of a blessing.
	At times like these, it’s important, for Jews and others, to remember that voting is a prime spiritual value - a Jewish value - expressing our deep belief in the power that we possess to change the world.
	We never hear about the rabbis of the Talmud taking a poll of their constituents.  And Moses certainly didn’t take a vote before leading the people out of slavery.  Still, the democratic value inherent to voting does find expression in Jewish tradition.
	Jews were deeply involved in both the women’s suffrage movement of the 1920s and in the civil rights struggle of the 1960s, which, among other accomplishments, achieved the extension of the right to vote to African Americans.  Some early Jewish voting-rights advocates included Clara Lemlich who, in 1909, following the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, organized one of the most important strikes in American history and who then turned her energies to creating a working-class women’s suffrage organization; and Gertrude Weil, a leader of the North Carolina Equal Suffrage League beginning in 1915 and a crusader for voting rights and election reform.
	Yes, the ballot box is our Kotel, a note inserted into its crevice, a dispatch from the front, an epistle from the heart, containing
	Continued on page 13...
	SHABBAT SERVICES
	Friday night service is held at 7:00 pm
	Shabbat morning service is held at 10:00 am
	Our services may be seen on livestream


	http://www.tbe.org/tbe-live/
	All are welcome!
	CELEBRATE SPECIAL OCCASIONS
	ON SHABBAT MORNING
	BETH EL CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
	Information about the Beth El Cemetery Association, Inc. is available from:




	Happy Hanukkah
	from

	The Staff and Board of Trustees
	at

	Temple Beth El
	RABBI MICHAEL KNOPF continued from page 1...
	and people exploring a connection to TBE are all welcome.
	Hosting can be simple: a potluck, takeout, or a favorite family recipe.  If your culinary repertoire begins and ends with ordering pizza, you are still very welcome!  And if your home isn’t suitable for hosting, that should not keep you from participating.  Tell us on the registration form, and we’ll take it into account when forming groups.
	Whether Shabbat dinner is already part of your routine or you are trying it for the first time, there is room for you.  We’ll provide blessings, songs, and conversation prompts, and take different approaches to Shabbat observance and kashrut into account when matching groups.  Some groups may enjoy attending services together before dinner, discussing the weekly Torah portion, or singing around the table.  Others may prefer a few blessings and a relaxed meal.  Each can discover a way of celebrating Shabbat that feels meaningful for the people in the group.
	We each bring different Jewish experiences to the table.  Someone might teach a melody their family has sung for years; someone else might ask a question that gets everyone thinking.  Sharing those experiences can help us discover traditions we’d like to make our own and give familiar practices fresh meaning.
	My hope is that these connections will continue throughout the week.  You might find someone to sit with at services, invite over for a holiday, or call just to catch up.  Those are the kinds of friendships that help a congregation feel like a community.
	Adira and I are also excited to be part of Gatherings.  We’ll be hosting groups in our home each month, and we’re looking forward to sharing Shabbat with more of you around our own table.  I am grateful to the volunteers and staff who have been working to bring Gatherings to life.  Now we need you.
	Please join us for an information session at TBE on Friday, November 6, following a special 6pm Friday evening service.  The registration deadline is December 15, and we’ll have a kickoff celebration at TBE on Friday, January 29, when participants will get to know their groups and begin making plans together.  For registration information or questions, contact Erica Newman at execdir@tbe.org or 203-322-6901, ext. 304.
	Adira and I are so excited for Gatherings, and I hope you will be too.  We hope you’ll join us as we draw on the magic of the Shabbat table to meet new friends, deepen connections, and strengthen the fabric of our community.
	Pull up a chair. There is a place for you.
	Rabbi Michael Knopf

	CANTOR KATIE KAPLAN continued from page 1...
	welcoming space. My hope is that it will feel like a special night out—an opportunity to be entertained, moved, and uplifted in the company of friends and our Temple Beth El family.
	I am also honored that this concert will recognize Carol and Allen Krim for their many years of service, dedication, and commitment to Temple Beth El. Their contributions have helped strengthen our community, and it is a privilege to celebrate and thank them as part of this special evening.
	More than anything, I hope this concert will remind us that even in challenging times, we can choose to bring light into the world. Through music, we can find courage when we need strength, hope when we need reassurance, and joy when we need a reason to smile. I look forward to sharing this evening with you as we celebrate Hanukkah, honor those who have given so much to our community, and experience the healing and illuminating power of music together.
	I hope you will join me for A Night of Lights, Broadway and Beyond: Songs of Hope, Courage, and Joy. Let’s gather,  celebrate, and fill our Temple with light!
	Cantor Katie Kaplan

	RABBI JOSHUA HAMMERMAN continued from page 3...
	The principle “you should go after the majority (Exodus 23:2) is understood by the rabbis to mean that the majority rules in legal disputes.  In one famous Talmudic story, a group of rabbis argue over a legal point.  Even though a divine voice supports the lone opinion of one rabbi, the majority opinion wins.  Once the Torah has been transmitted to the Jewish people, the will of the people—understood as the majority opinion of the decision makers—determines the law.  (Talmud Bava Metzia 59b).
	So, on November 3, October 27 or whenever you vote, why not say a “Shehechianu” blessing – or make up another, spontaneous utterance that reflects how you feel at such a crucial moment.
	In Hebrew, the verb “to pray” is reflexive.  We aren’t praying so much for God’s benefit as for our own.  Similarly, we are voting not only to save the world, but to save ourselves.  And it would be profoundly cynical to ask God to clear up a mess that we helped to create, and that we aren’t willing to roll up our sleeves and help to resolve.
	It begins with voting.  And when we vote, our body will be praying.
	One more thing: If you’re in the Boston area on December 4-5, please save the date for Shabbat Hanukkah Celebration honoring my father at Kehillath Israel (KI), 384 Harvard Street, Brookline, “...honoring the enduring legacy of Cantor Michal Hammerman, z’l, and celebrate his 30 years of devoted service to our community and Ever-Widening Circle.”
	This Shabbat will feature a tributo to Cantor Michal Hammerman; participation by Rabbi Joshua Hammerman and a distinguished panel of scholars and rabbis representing more than 40 rabbinic alumni of KI; Friday evening dinner and Saturday night Hanukkah celebration
	Rabbi Joshua Hammerman
	DONATE ONLINE
	Go to tbe.org/donations

	OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING
	TREE OF LIFE
	Triple Chai                                                      $1,000
	Silver Leaves - Gold Border                     $750
	Silver Leaves (few remaining)                 $250

	MEMORIAL PLAQUES
	Inscribe the names of your loved ones on a plaque in our chapel foyer along with a light to commemorate their yahrtzeit and yizkor observances throughout the year.

	INFORMATION FOR YOU...
	CONTRIBUTING SHARES OF STOCK
	TO TEMPLE BETH EL
	HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE?

	www.tbe.org
	Find out about the latest news and pcoming activities... Register for events and make donations... Connect to TBE’s Facebook and Instagram pages and much more.
	WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
	IN HONOR OF
	ROB COHEN FOR A REFUAH SHELEIMA
	ERICA KRAYPOHL FOR ALL YOU DO FOR TBE
	MERYL SILVERSTEIN FOR ALL YOU DO FOR TBE
	CAROL KRIM FOR CREATING TORAH CHANT AT TBE
	ERICA KRAYPOHL FOR BEING HONORED AS KALLAT BEREISHIT
	DINA & TALIA KRAYPOHL FOR SINGING WITH CANTOR KAPLAN DURING SERVICES
	MERYL SILVERSTEIN FOR BEING HONORED AS KALLAT HATORAH
	ABBY ALLEN AND THE WELCOMING TBE COMMUNITY
	THE BIRTH OF AIDAN BEA KROWITZ
	THE BIRTH OF COLE BASIL HYMAN-CHAO

	ADULT EDUCATION FUND
	In honor of...

	STEVEN AND LIEBA LANDER LECTURE FUND
	In honor of...
	In memory of...

	EMMET MANHEIM PLAYGROUND FUND
	In honor of...

	KIDDUSH FUND
	In memory of...


	WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
	REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
	Gail & Jack Abrams...................................................BESS ABRAMS
	Stephne & Kerrin Behrend..................................HUGO BEHREND
	Sabrina & Daniel Benjamin............................MARTIN BENJAMIN
	Susan & Richard Blomberg.............................PHILIP BLOMBERG
	Alan Locker...............................................................LOUIS BORTEN
	Inga & Luciano Tuluca................................SVETLANA CHEPTEFF
	Susan Wise......................................................MINNIE CHERNIACK
	Mimi Cohen..................................................................SAUL COHEN
	Joan & Robert Rosenthal...........................................EVE DOCTOR
	Ellen Mellis...................................................................AARON ELLIS
	Lois Hofshi...............................................................PEARL ELLMAN
	Nancy & Brad Benjamin............................................ROBERT FINK
	Susan Wise...........................................................HYMAN FRANKEL
	Barbara Malloy...................................................BENNETT GLAZER
	Leonor Lopez................................................CAROLINA HALPERN
	Gail Solomon Hecht & Harvey Hecht................SAMUEL HECHT
	Denise & David Greenman...............................SAMUEL KESSLER
	Roni & Allan Lang...........................................................RUTH LANG
	Suzanne Pianin..............................................................RUTH LANG
	Beverly & David Stein...........................................MOORE LASHER
	Melanie Massell..............................................LEONARD MASSELL
	Eleanor Mirne............................................LAWRENCE NUSSDORF
	Lynn & Alan Pearce.......................................ANN & SAUL PEARCE
	Lynn & Alan Pearce.................................................JANET PEARCE
	Lynn & Alan Pearce.................................TRUDY & ALLAN RESLER
	Roslyn & Merritt Nesin.........................................PEARL SHAPIRO
	Michelle & Alan Moskowitz...........................................ALAN RICH
	Rhonna & Brian Rogol.....................................THEODORE ROGOL
	Judy Schneiderman......................................BESSIE ROSENBERG
	Rosenblum Family.....................................HARRIET ROSENBLUM
	Jim Rothkopf.....................................................HARRY ROTHKOPF
	Jim Rothkopf.......................................................SALLY ROTHKOPF
	Caroline Temlock Teichman & Marc Teichman....HERBERT RUBIN
	Dora & David Salm.........................................................DALE SALM
	Susan & Carl Shapiro...........................................IRVING SHAPIRO
	Mary C. Silberman.............................................ALAN SILBERMAN
	Mary C. Silberman..........................................BOBBY SILBERMAN
	Madelyne Kirch.....................................................FRANCES SMITH
	Alan Sosnowitz................................................IRVING SOSNOWITZ
	Karen & Mark Feder..............................................SUZANNE STERN
	Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen.........................NORMAN STONE
	Caroline Temlock Teichman & Marc Teichman...JOSEPH TEICHMAN
	Bernice Trell & Family..............................................ROBERT TRELL
	Donna & Frank Trief..................................................GEORGE TRIEF
	Ronnie & Ed Fein........................................................WILLIAM VAIL
	Phylllis Walzer.......................................................DUSTIN WALZER
	Phyllis Walzer.............................................................FRED WALZER
	Debora & Paul Weinstein...............................ALBERT WEINSTEIN

	SHIVA NOTICED AVAILABLE ON-LINE
	Congregants who are looking for shiva information can now quickly look online instead of searching their invox for the announcement of calling the synagogue office.  Just go to TBE’s website (www.tbe.org) and click “Shiva Notices” under the WHAT’S NEW menu.

	RABBI MICHAEL KNOPF MITZVAH FUND
	In honor of...
	The weekday minyan by Gaby Rattner
	In appreciation by Stephanie & Lawrence Sherman

	In memory of...
	Edward Aronoff, z’l, by Manya Phillips
	Dan Lewinshtein, z’l, by Manya Phillips


	CANTOR KATIE KAPLAN MITZVAH FUND
	In honor of...
	Jack Goldberg on his milestone birthday by Roselyn Mangot
	Cantor Katie Kaplan for inspiring High Holiday services by Suzanne Horn
	A refuah sheleima for Rob Cohen by Suzanne Horn

	In memory of...
	Freyda bat Yisrael, z’l, by Sara & Daniel Levinson
	Shirley Howard, z’l, by the Shindler & Wilshaw Families
	Leona & Abraham Worobey, z’l, by Scott Worobey & Family


	IN MEMORY OF
	DAVID SALTZER, z’l
	Judy & Norman Suchin

	RAYMOND GARBER, z’l
	Malerie Yolen-Cohen & Jeff Cohen, Robin Evans, Sue Frieden, Betsy & Peter Kempner, Carol & Wil Brewer

	RENIE TEITELMAN, z’l
	Fieldman Family, Beth & Sandy Weinberg, Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen

	GAIL WEIS, z’l
	Beth & Sandy Weinberg, Devra Jaffe-Berkowitz & Parry Berkowitz, Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen

	BEVERLY MAGIDA, z’l
	Devra Jaffe-Berkowitz & Parry Berkowitz

	CAROL SCHWARTZ, z’l
	Carol & Allen Krim

	SANDY OBERHAND, z’l
	Viviane & Robert Oberhand, Carol & Allen Krim, Arlene & Carl Rosen, Barbara & Stan Friedman, Maxine & Jay Freilich, Shelley Taylor & David Swerdloff, JCC of Stamford, Susan Senior, Marsha Colten & Robert Cohen, Ilyse & Dean Schuckman, Malerie Yolen-Cohen & Jeff Cohen

	MARCIA SOSNICK, z’l
	Lois Stark & Gary Lessen, Andrew Margolis, Carol & Wil Brewer


	WE MOURN THE PASSING OF...
	AUDREY HELZNER mother of Judith Helzner
	SANDRA OBERHAND wife of David Oberhand
	CAROL SCHWARTZ
	BEVERLY MAGIDA
	STEPHEN MAGIDA
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